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This seminar will examine current scientific theories that delve into the nature of 
matter, the causes of the material  world and the concept of "empty space".  
What is the significance of the theoretically-proposed Higgs particle as an 
integral and pervasive component of the material world?    Do new technologies 
such as the Hadron Collider for the collection of experimental evidence confirm 
or negate the existence of the Higgs boson?   Why are we seeing the 
controversial revival of old ideas such as ether?  Photo Credit: Visualization of vortices 
in a rotating Bose-Einstein condensate by the National Institute of Standards and Technology. 
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